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Spirit and matter alike.    The State was a Church, or
the Church was a State.

Gradually, as these Great Ones withdrew, as Those
who only lived for service saw that humanity had begun
to take its first steps, and needed less physical guidance
and visible helping, others still great, but not as super-
human as the earlier ones, took up the royal and priestly
rank. Still the two ran together: the temporal and
spiritual power in one pair of hands ; and so on and on,
from Atlantis downwards. Some traces of it still survive,
as in the Indian civilisation, where the ideal of the monarch
is always that of the Divine representative upon earth.
But in India, after the earliest days, you see the beginning
division, and the offices of the King and of the Teacher
gradually diverged the one from the other. And as time
went on, and man grew a little older in his childhood,
those who ruled over the State gave away out of their
hands the teaching of the religion. Rightly and well;
for it was necessary that humanity should learn to guide
itself. It was on the downward arc still, not yet begin-
ning its upward climbing, and it had to plunge deeper and
deeper into matter. The eyes of the Spirit had to be
blinded in order that the eyes of the intellect might
open, and so gradually prepare humanity for a loftier
manifestation of the spiritual life.

And then we find that with ths dividing of the two offices,
the Kings grew less and less fathers of their peoples, and
became more and more tyrants over the nations. In
the elder days the principle that was taught was clear
and simple: the greater the power, the greater the
sacrifice; the greater the power, the greater the duty.
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